
“Linear Expression” Grading Rubric 

 
Points 
Earned 

The line quality has changed 
throughout the drawing and 

reflects emotion or expression 

The new media (ink and pen or 
brush) has been used correctly 

Student demonstrates skill and 
technical refinement 

Student shows strong 
understanding and exhibits 
it with exceptional creativity 

5 

Clear and conscious use of 
line quality to convey at least 
3 emotions is made readily 
and specifically apparent 

Clear mastery of pen and ink is 
obvious without flaw 

And 
No graphite is showing 

Work is free from damage with 
an obvious effort to protect the 

condition of the work 
And  

All project steps are followed 
correctly 

Student shows strong 
understanding and 

completes objective with 
outstanding success 

4 
Line quality changes and 

meaning  is consistent with 
emotions 

Strong use of pen and ink but 
small flaws exist 

Or 
Graphite marks are apparent 

Great care is apparent in the 
finished work but deviation from 
the project steps detracts from 

the work 

Student successfully 
demonstrates an 

understanding of the 
objective 

3 
Line quality changes and 

intent is apparent 

Good use of pen and ink 
though media appears to 

remain in a learning or trial 
phase 

Work is in fair  condition and the 
project is executed correctly 

Or 
Information is missing 

Student attempts but fails to 
exhibit an understanding of 

a given objective 
2 

Line quality changes but 
coherent use is unapparent 

Pen and ink is used correctly 
though persistent flaws exist or 
serious graphite marks remain 

un-erased 

Lack of care for the work is 
apparent 
And/or 

Information is missing/improper 
execution of the project 

Student completes 
assignment but exhibits 
poor understanding and 

effort 

1 
Clear intent or effort to change 

the quality of the line is 
unapparent 

A clear lack of understanding 
of the use of pen and ink is 

obvious 

A clear and obvious lack of 
proper care and respect for the 

work is obvious 

 


